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February 9, 2018 
 
 
Benny Shendo, Jr. (Jemez Pueblo) 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
First Nations Development Institute  
National Headquarters 
2432 Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Longmont, CO 80501  
United States of America 
 
Good day Mr. Shendo, 
 
I am writing this letter to draw your attention to an initiative of the government 
of the United States of America that may create a legal precedent and greatly 
benefit the First Nations in their struggle concerning land claims and/or claims 
for compensation due to lost land and property. 
  
As you may know, the government of Poland has recently amended the “IPN Bill” 
(Ustawa o IPN), to include a passage that makes illegal and punishable any 
allegations suggesting Polish responsibility,  during World War II, for the 
Holocaust of the Jews in death camps run by Nazi Germany in the occupied 
territory of Poland.  
 
This legislative initiative was met by a fierce opposition of the government of 
Israel and by many Jewish organizations around the world, including in the 
United States of America. The opposition, as well as a campaign of false 
accusations of Poland and Poles of allegedly collaborating with the Germans in 
the extermination of Jews, serve as a justification supporting Jewish claims for a 
financial and material compensation for property lost during WW2 by victims 
and/or survivors of Holocaust and their families/ descendants.  
  
In the aftermath of WW2, during a conference in Jalta (in the then Soviet Union), 
three world leaders: Theodore Roosevelt (USA), Winston Churchill (Great 
Britain), and Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union) implemented a new division of Europe 
into spheres of influence. Poland fell under the Soviet wings and was forced to 
accept a socialist system with a communist ideology and style of governing. 
Having limited independence, Poland followed the requirements of the new 
system and nationalized land, industries, markets, and unclaimed properties. 
This was done legally, according to the law of the country.  
 
In no way, Poland can be blamed for collaborating with the Germans. To the 
contrary, Poland was one of the very few European countries which did not 
collaborate with Nazi Germany or with its occupying forces. 
  
Recently, this Jewish claim for compensation or a return of material property was 
officially supported by the US government. The full title of the related Congress 
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resolution is, "Justice for Uncompensated Survivors Today (JUST) Act of 2017". 
This legislation has two components: 
   
1. Senate Resolution 447 (S. 447), and  
 
2. House of Representatives Resolution 1226 (H.R. 1226)  
 
The United States Senate voted-up S. 447 without opposition, on 12 December 
2017. Now the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives is 
considering H.R. 1226. 
  
The purpose of this bill is to put pressure on the Polish government to comply 
with the Jewish claims.  
 
Aside from the fact that Poland is a sovereign state and neither the Israeli nor the 
US government have the right to interfere with its internal legislature, this 
resolution, if passed, will create a legal precedent establishing that the United 
States officially supports compensation claims for property lost due to historical 
events a long time ago.  
 
This will allow organizations representing the First Nations in the United States 
of America to use this legal precedent in support of their land claims and/or 
financial compensation for lost land and property during the colonization of the 
North American continent by the United States government. These claims may 
also be supported by true historical incidents of genocide of many First Nations 
on the hands of the US forces and due to the policies of the US government. 
  
I wish you all the best in your efforts for a fair compensation, at current market 
prices, for the continent lost. I hope that the above information will be helpful in 
this work. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Lech Biegalski 
lech.biegalski@gmail.com  
Canada 
 
 
 
c.c.: 
 

- Foreign Affairs Committee of the US House of Representatives 
- Vice President Michael R. Pence, Constitutionally Mandated Officer at the 

US Senate 
- Anna Azari, Israeli Ambassador in Poland 


